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CHICAGO’S 42ND ANNUAL
GOOD FRIDAY WALK FOR JUSTICE
WELCOME and thank you for joining us for the 42nd Annual
Good Friday Walk for Justice!
This Good Friday of 2022 we find ourselves battered and weary from yet another year of struggling against
the challenges of disease, injustice, conflict and destruction that we face at every turn. This is a very
frightening time for many.
Yet facing that fear together is what gives us hope. This Good Friday, we strive to be brave enough to BE
THE LIGHT and LIVE THE HOPE as we climb this hill together towards a world of greater justice and
compassion!
We call this day GOOD because we have seen and lived the truth of that radical love. We see it in our
people as we continue to march, speak, vote, create, sacrifice, and care for one another, even when we are
weary and worn. In all these ways, we bring Light into our beautiful world.
As poet Amanda Gorman illuminated for us: “Even as we’ve grieved, we’ve grown; even fatigued, we’ve
found that this hill we climb is one we must mount together….The truth is, hope isn’t a promise we give. It’s
a promise we live. There is always light if only we’re brave enough to see it, if only we’re brave enough to
be it.”
Huge thanks to those who sponsored this year’s virtual Walk listed at the end of this Prayer Booklet. In
addition to volunteer time, it does take actual money to promote the Walk, and to produce the prayer
booklets and other needed materials. Please consider contributing what you can by going to the website
walkforjusticechicago.com.
Please take photos of how you are engaging in this virtual walk for justice and post them using the hashtag
#GoodFridayWalk2022 so that we can celebrate all the ways in which we are accompanying one another
to Be the Light as we climb this hill together towards creating a more peaceful, loving and just world. And
plan to join next year’s Good Friday Walk for Justice, hopefully in person downtown!
Today we gather as a community in the best way we can, to reflect, to pray, to BE THE LIGHT and LIVE THE
HOPE as we climb this hill together towards a world of greater justice and compassion. Feel free, in your
homes, your yards, or whatever space you are in, to move in some way from station to station in a spirit of
prayerful reflection, and to enact these prayers in any way that the Spirit moves you.
The chorus that calls us to prayer is “Be the Light” by Lea Morris, who wrote it within 24 hours after hearing
Amanda Gorman’s poem “The Hill We Climb” at the inauguration of President Joe Biden.
CALL TO PRAYER: Be the Light
There is always a light when we are ready to see it
There is always a light when we are ready to be it.
To see the light, to be the light
To raise our eyes in the dark of night
To climb this hill, together we will be the light
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FIRST STATION: BLESSING THE WALK
St Kateri Center

CALL TO PRAYER: Be the Light
There is always a light when we are ready to see it
There is always a light when we are ready to be it
To see the light, to be the light, to raise our eyes in the dark of night
To climb this hill, together we will be the light
ALL: Gichi-manitou, make us brave enough to step out of the shade. Fill us with your light and guide us along
the trials and tribulations of our path.
ONE: Great Spirit who comes out of the East, the light of the rising sun. Let there be light on the path we
walk. We ask the Great Spirit to give us the gift of Respect. Respect for not only for ourselves, but
for all of creation. With Respect, we can accept cultural, religious, and gender differences. Safeguard
the rights of others and Respect for all our fellow beings.
ALL: Gichi-manitou, make us brave enough to step out of the shade. Fill us with your light and guide us along
the trials and tribulations of our path.
ONE: Spirit of Creation, send us warm and soothing winds from the South to comfort us and caress us when
we are tired and cold. Unfold us as your gentle breezes unfold the leaves on the trees. Great Spirit,
we ask for Courage – Courage to be able to close the divide because we know to put our future first,
but we must have courage first to put our differences aside.
ALL: Gichi-manitou, make us brave enough to step out of the shade. Fill us with your light and guide us along
the trials and tribulations of our path.
ONE: Great Life-giving Spirit, we face the West, the direction of sundown. Let us remember every day that
the moment will come when our sun will go down. Never let us forget that we must fade into you.
Give us beautiful color; give us a great sky for setting. Give us Wisdom, that allows us to eloquently
and correctly interpret new ways to compose a country committed to all cultures, colors, characters
and conditions of man.
ALL: Gichi-manitou, make us brave enough to step out of the shade. Fill us with your light and guide us along
the trials and tribulations of our path.
ONE: Great Spirit of Love, come to us with the power of the North. Make us courageous when the cold
winds of life fall upon us. Give us strength and endurance for everything that is harsh, everything that
hurts. Open our hearts to Love ourselves truly, to have kindness and compassion so that we can
demonstrate acceptance and others' empowerment. With Love, we can work cooperatively and
harmoniously with others, with this love becomes our legacy.
ALL: Gichi-manitou, make us brave enough to step out of the shade. Fill us with your light and guide us along
the trials and tribulations of our path.
ONE: Great Spirit of the Sky, lift us up to You that our hearts may worship and come to You in glory. Hold
in our memory that You are the Creator, greater than we, eager for our good life. Give us Humility,
that we may recognize our own weakness and our capacity for self-growth. With Humility, we can
demonstrate empathy to others, practice good listening skills and be open to others with a good
heart. Humility to recognize each of us in this world is an equal part of creation, and we seek harm to
none and harmony for all.
ALL: Gichi-manitou, make us brave enough to step out of the shade. Fill us with your light and guide us along
the trials and tribulations of our path.
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ONE: Giver of all Life, we pray to you from the Earth. Please help us to remember as we touch the earth
that we are little and need your pity. Please help us to be thankful for the Earth’s gift and never to
walk hurtfully in the world. Let us remember to always live in Honesty to maintain truthfulness,
sincerity, and fairness in all our actions. Bless us with eyes to love what comes from Mother Earth
and teach us how to use your gifts well. With these gifts, we may close the divide because we know
to put our future first, we must first put our differences aside.
ALL: Gichi-manitou, make us brave enough to step out of the shade. Fill us with your light and guide us
along the trials and tribulations of our path. Mii-we. Amen.
St. Kateri Center of Chicago is a Ministry of St. Benedict Parish serving the community of American Indian Catholics through faith
formation and traditional prayers. St. Kateri Center is the only catholic ministry for Native Americans in the state of Illinois. At the
St. Kateri Center, all are welcome. www.stkatericenterchicago.org
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SECOND STATION: CONDEMNED
Chicago Area Peace Action

CALL TO PRAYER: Be the Light
There is always a light when we are ready to see it
There is always a light when we are ready to be it
To see the light, to be the light, to raise our eyes in the dark of night
To climb this hill, together we will be the light
Ellen Bass wrote this litany for peace in June of 2003 as we reeled from the horrific consequences of a
militaristic response to 9/11. Unfortunately, her words remain all too relevant as the world again meets
aggression with retaliation. Please join us as we pause on this Good Friday to consider the impact of our
actions, to listen to our consciences, to speak together this prayer for peace.
ONE: Pray to whomever you kneel down to:
Jesus nailed to his wooden or plastic cross, his suffering face bent to kiss you,
Buddha still under the boa tree in scorching heat, Adonai, Allah.
Raise your arms to Mary that she may lay her palm on our brows,
To Shekhina, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
To Inanna in her stripped descent.
ALL: Pray to whomever you kneel down to. Pray for peace, pray for peace. Ora a quien te
arrodilles. Oremos por paz, oremos por paz.
ONE: Then pray to the bus driver who takes you to work. On the bus, pray for everyone riding that bus, for
everyone riding buses all over the world. Drop some silver and pray.
Waiting in line for the movies, for the ATM, for your latte and croissant, offer your plea.
Make your eating & drinking a supplication.
Make your slicing of carrots a holy act, each translucent layer of the onion, a deeper prayer.
ALL: Pray to whomever you kneel down to. Pray for peace, pray for peace. Ora a quien te arrodilles. Oremos
por paz, oremos por paz.
ONE: To Hawk or Wolf, or the Great Whale, pray.
Bow down to terriers and shepherds and Siamese cats.
To fields of artichokes and elegant strawberries.
Make the brushing of your hair a prayer, every strand its own voice, singing in the choir on your head.
As you wash your face, the water slipping through your fingers, a prayer:
Water, softest thing on earth, gentleness that wears away rock.
ALL: Pray to whomever you kneel down to. Pray for peace, pray for peace. Ora a quien te arrodilles. Oremos
por paz, oremos por paz.
ONE: Making love, of course, is already prayer. Skin, and open mouths worshipping that skin, the fragile
cases we are poured into.
If you’re hungry, pray. If you’re tired.
Pray to Gandhi and Dorothy Day. Shakespeare. Sappho. Sojourner Truth.
ALL: Pray to whomever you kneel down to. Pray for peace, pray for peace. Ora a quien te arrodilles. Oremos
por paz, oremos por paz.
READER ONE: When you walk to your car, to the mailbox, to the video store, let each step be a prayer that
we all keep our legs, that we do not blow off anyone else’s legs. Or crush their skulls.
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READER TWO: And if you are riding on a bicycle or a skateboard, in a wheelchair, each revolution
of the wheels a prayer as the earth revolves: less harm, less harm, less harm.
READER THREE: And as you work, typing with a new manicure, a tiny palm tree painted on one pearlescent
nail, or delivering soda or drawing good blood into rubber-capped vials, twirling pizzas –
With each breath in, take in the faith of those who have believed when belief seemed foolish,
who persevered.
With each breath out, cherish.
READER ONE: Pull weeds for peace, turn over in your sleep for peace, feed the birds, each shiny seed
that spills onto the earth, another second of peace.
Wash your dishes, call your mother, drink wine.
Shovel leaves or snow or trash from your sidewalk. Make a path.
Fold a photo of a dead child around your Visa card.
Scoop your holy water from the gutter. Gnaw your crust.
Mumble along like a crazy person, stumbling your prayer through the streets.
ALL: Pray to whomever you kneel down to. Pray for peace, pray for peace. Ora a quien te arrodilles. Oremos
por paz, oremos por paz.

Chicago Area Peace Action (CAPA) works to promote justice and peace by educating and mobilizing Chicago-area residents
and students to promote human and planet-oriented policies. http://www.chipeaceaction.org/
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THIRD STATION: BURDENED
ARISE Chicago

CALL TO PRAYER: Be the Light
There is always a light when we are ready to see it
There is always a light when we are ready to be it
To see the light, to be the light, to raise our eyes in the dark of night
To climb this hill, together we will be the light
SONG: “As Long As I Am In The World” by Kathy Sherman, CSJ
As long as I am in the world I will be the light, the light for the World
I will be a word of truth, a song of hope, a hand outstretched for healing
As long as I am in the world I will be a beacon of love for this weary world
So, shine in me, oh shine in me, and I will bear the beams of your holy light

Arise Chicago partners
with workers and faith
communities to fight
workplace injustice
through education,
organizing and public
policy changes.
www.arisechicago.org

ALL: As long as I am in the World I will be the light, the light for the World. I will be a word of truth, a song
of hope, a hand outstretched for healing.
ONE: Anne Frank said, “Look at how a single candle can both defy and define the darkness.” The darkness
of despair surrounds us, but so does our light. We must continue to be the light that shines for others.
As one community, let us reach our hand out so that we may heal and be healed by the light. As we
stand in the truth of Good Friday, we are reminded that we are a people not defined by darkness, but
by the light.
ALL: As long as I am in the World I will be a beacon of love for this weary world.
ONE: Our world is weary. Workers are weary. Greed has led to ever-rising income inequality. While
companies make record profits, they still suppress wages, refuse to offer health-care to their workers,
and ignore health and safety protections on the job. We pause to remember the almost 1,000,000
Americans who lost their lives from COVID-19, which is double the number from last year, in spite of
the miracle of the vaccine. We honor the memory of nursing home workers, teachers, food
processing workers, truck drivers, and workers in all sectors, in every corner of this country. Indeed,
we are all weary. But this weariness is not the end because beacons of love and hope surround us.
ALL: So, shine in me, oh shine in me and I will bear the beams of your holy light.
ONE: In 2021, union and non-union workers, native born and immigrants, Black, Latinx, Polish, and White
workers across the U.S. took action in unprecedented numbers. In 2021, workers participated in over
265 workplaces stoppages, involving over 140,000 workers. They fought for and won better safety
practices, higher wages, pension protections, and so much more. In our city of Chicago, Domestic
Workers took charge of their future by winning unprecedented gains. Now all Domestic Workers in
Chicago have the right to a contract in their preferred language and a $15/hour wage.
READER ONE: Indeed, these workers are showing us how to be the holy light.
READER TWO: Let us renew our call to be the light in our weary world, knowing that Good Friday is not the
end of the story.
READER THREE: Let us know, deep in our souls, that our light has both defied and defined the darkness. So
together we say:
ALL: As long as I am in the world I will be the light, the light for the World. I will be a word of truth, a song
of hope, a hand outstretched for healing. As long as I am in the world I will be a beacon of love for this
weary world. So, shine in me, oh shine in me, and I will bear the beams of your holy light.
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FOURTH STATION: HELPED IN THE STRUGGLE
Chicago Religious Leadership Network (CRLN)
CALL TO PRAYER: Be the Light
There is always a light when we are ready to see it
There is always a light when we are ready to be it
To see the light, to be the light, to raise our eyes in the dark of night
To climb this hill, together we will be the light
ONE: El Agua es la vida. Water is Life. Hoy juntas y juntos caminamos en solidaridad y resistencia. Today
we walk together in solidarity and resistance. God, you sustain all things that exist. We ask You to
give strength and sustain all political prisoners around the world. Give them strength in their unjust
imprisonment and isolation from their loved ones and community. Allow us a moment of reflection
to renew our commitment to your justice and against the oppressive forces that brought our sisters
and brothers to prison. Let these trials be used as examples of how lives are deemed expendable
under systems of oppression that favor the interests of capital and corporations and may we heed
the call to stand in solidarity with them and against these injustices.
ALL: El Agua es la vida. Water is Life. We renew our solidarity with indigenous, black-indigenous and all
political prisoners in Latin America as they resist continuous attempts of intervention against their
land and territory.
ONE: Today, we rejoice because Indigenous Maya Q'eqchi' water defender Bernardo Caal Xol is free. He
was released after being in detention and prison for over four years. His work to protect the Cahabón
river from the OXEC hydroelectric plant in Alta
Verapaz, Guatemala is an example to many
around the world. Thank you, Bernardo. We
also rejoice that José Daniel, Kelvin Alejandro,
José Abelino, Porfirio, Ewer Alexander, Orbin
Nahún, Arnol Javier and Jeremías are free. After
two years in detention, the Guapinol water
defenders were released. Their work to protect
the communities of Guapinol and San Pedro in
the northern department of Colón, Honduras,
against an illegal mining project at the Carlos
Escaleras National Park, will not be forgotten.
Thank you to all water defenders for your
continued defense of the land and resistance to
new colonial interventions.
ALL: El Agua es la vida. Water is Life. Hoy juntas y juntos caminamos en solidaridad y resistencia. Today we
walk together in solidarity and resistance.
ONE: The Cahabón River plays a crucial role for 195 Indigenous Maya Q’eqchi communities in the
municipality of Santa María de Cahabón, in the department of Alta Verapáz, Guatemala. The river is
sacred, it is a spiritual place with a voice and Bernardo is the Guardian of the River. “The resistance
will continue, even if they kill me, even if they imprison me for however many years. The people who
depend on the river for their livelihood, who drink its water, they will continue to resist.”
ALL: El Agua es la vida. Water is Life. Hoy juntas y juntos caminamos en solidaridad y resistencia. Today we
walk together in solidarity and resistance.
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ONE: The mining project at the Carlos Escaleras National Park in Colón, Honduras which contains the source
of drinking water for approximately 42,000 people is considered to be illegal because there was no
community consultation process. In 2018, when the mine began to contaminate the drinking water
of the 14 surrounding communities, residents built a “Camp in Defense of Water and Life.” In October
2018, 1,500 military and police officers violently attacked, destroyed, and evicted the people in the
camp. Communities today, continue to resist and protect their lands and their water.
ALL: El Agua es la vida. Water is Life. Todas y todos tenemos que defender las montañas, la tierra y el agua.
All of us must defend the mountains, the land and the water. Amen.

The Chicago Religious Leadership Network on Latin America (CRLN) works to dismantle economic exploitation and U.S.
militarism toward Latin America and take action for immigrant justice within the U.S. https://crln.org/

8

FIFTH STATION: WOMEN WEEPING
Wellington UCC Immigrant Justice Task Force
CALL TO PRAYER: Be the Light
There is always a light when we are ready to see it
There is always a light when we are ready to be it
To see the light, to be the light, to raise our eyes in the dark of night
To climb this hill, together we will be the light
READER ONE: From the Gospel According to Luke, Chapter 23, verses 26-29: “As they led Jesus away, they
seized Simon - a Cyrenean who was just coming in from the fields – and forced him to carry the cross
behind Jesus. A large crowd was following, many of them women who were beating their breasts
and wailing for him. At one point, Jesus turned to
these women and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem,
don’t weep for me! Weep rather for yourselves and
for your children!”
READER TWO: Holy God, we weep for those who, at this
very moment, are running for their lives. In Yemen
and Ukraine, in Syria and the Sudan, in Myanmar and
Mexico, in Palestine and Somalia and too many
places to name; too many people run for safety.
READER THREE: Almighty Parent, we cry out for the
children traveling alone and seeking safety. We cry
out for the parents who don’t know if they’ll ever see
their children again. We cry out for families torn
apart, for friends separated from each other.

Photo by Katie Moum on Unsplash

ALL: We pray that they know they do not climb this hill alone. Help us to light their paths.
SONG: “We Are Many/We Are Rising” from School of the Americas Watch (SOAW) Musicians’ Collective 2021 vigil
We are many, we are small. We are echoing the call.
Across the waters, across the walls, ‘til there’s freedom for us all.
Refrain: We are rising like flowers out the concrete. Rising with justice into these streets.
READER ONE: We pick up the cross of xenophobia, that turns away our siblings in need.
READER TWO: We pick up the cross of scarcity, that spews the lie that we do not have enough to share.
READER THREE: We pick up the cross of racism, that says we should only help those who look like us.
ALL: We pray that they know they do not climb this hill alone. Help us to light our path.
SONG: “We Are Many/We Are Rising” from SOAW Musicians’ Collective 2021 vigil
Born of beauty, born of pain. Voices join in this refrain.
We won’t be silenced, we’ll rise above. Sing for justice, strength and love.
Refrain: We are rising like flowers out the concrete. Rising with justice into these streets
READER ONE: Magnificent Creator, you call us into connection with one another when you call us into this
life. None of us are born alone. None of us grow up alone. None of us – not one – is made to live in
isolation.
READER TWO: Holy Connector, remind us that our connections are sacred. Strengthen us to reach like You
do, across lines that others use to divide us; to see that every precious face is a reflection of Your
face.
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READER THREE: God of Strength, encourage us when we grow weary of the struggle.
READER ONE: God of Struggle, remind us that we live and move and have our being in Your power. “The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it.”
SONG: “We Are Many/We Are Rising” from SOAW Musicians’ Collective 2021 vigil
We remember, in weary nights to keep walking in the light
Climbing together, rooted strong deepening our song
Refrain: We are rising like flowers out the concrete. Rising with justice into these streets
ALL: We do not climb this hill alone. We climb it with God’s holy power. Brilliant God, light our way!
Wellington United Church of Christ, an Immigrant Welcoming Congregation, embraces the stranger and walks in solidarity
with the exiled. Our Immigrant Justice Task Force, in collaboration with the Chicago Religious Leadership Network on Latin
America, offers prophetic leadership in confronting immoral immigration enforcement and extends hospitality to migrants
and refugees. Come worship with us! https://waucc.org/

SOAW Border Wall Photo by Craig Mousin
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SIXTH STATION: FALLING
University Church Chicago
CALL TO PRAYER: Be the Light
There is always a light when we are ready to see it
There is always a light when we are ready to be it
To see the light, to be the light, to raise our eyes in the dark of night
To climb this hill, together we will be the light
READER ONE: We lift up our city’s youth, who live with the results of our actions and inactions, and often
can feel our neglect and outright malice toward them.
READER TWO: Globally, children are the most vulnerable among us. They depend on us for nourishment
and good teaching, and too often are made victims of war, human trafficking, and slave labor. But
we know that wherever the most vulnerable are, Jesus is there with them.
ALL: As Jesus goes with them, go with us, o God.
READER THREE: In America, our children are criminalized and considered problems to be solved. Black and
Brown youth are subject to extensive abuse from police, and adults who are supposed to be
responsible have instead created a Cradle-to-Prison pipeline that unfairly maligns youth from birth,
with a criminal justice system that closes in on every aspect of life.
READER FOUR: In our schools, Black and Brown students are more often punished than white students,
even though they do not engage in infractions more often. Data suggest that juvenile arrests,
enhanced suspensions and expulsions predict increased dropouts, and decreased graduation, college
enrollment and employment. All of this in a Christian nation that forgets its own scriptures, which
command us to care for our children as an act of faith.
READER FIVE: In Chicago, our sacrifices often come at the expense of our youth. Community centers and
other resources for play and creativity are stripped bare, and youth that cross the boundaries of
acceptable practice are branded in databases, labeled and treated as criminals, and given up on by
the rest of us.
ALL: As Jesus taught us that our neighbor is the one left behind, help us to recognize those we ignore and
seek to protect ourselves from.
READER ONE: I invite you to consider for a moment a young person whom we did not love as well as we
could – or maybe a group of kids you see often and know that they deserve more from us.
READER THREE: We lift up our incarcerated youth, especially those at the Juvenile Temporary Detention
Center and Illinois Youth Center - young people that will return into a world ready to judge and treat
them harshly. These are young people with hope and a bright future, if we will help to make it so.
READER TWO: We lift up to you, O God, the laws and lawmakers that continue to criminalize our youth by
stiffening barriers to reentry, upgrading certain crimes to felonies, and removing accountability for
abusive police.
READER FOUR: We ask for the reinvestment of funds into restorative justice and additional staffing in
schools for mental health professionals as we know that across the country, there are 14 million
students in schools with police but no counselor, nurse, psychologist, or social worker.
ALL: As Jesus forgave, help us to be more forgiving and loving in our actions towards young people.
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READER FIVE: In a city that is extraordinarily violent at its core, help us to acknowledge and work to improve
the root causes of violence and the systemic violence that our youth inherit from our government,
financial institutions, school administrations, local police, and across every part of their lives.
READER ONE: Help us to repair the divide between the Haves and the Have Nots – the privileged and the
disaffected – and work against all forces that seek to expel our disaffected youth instead of embrace
them.
ALL: As Jesus sat with the Samaritan woman at the well, help us to embrace our discomfort with young
people that talk and act different from us.
READER TWO: We challenge ourselves to receive the living water they have for us – to move past our fear
and hesitation and to create a world where they can be a blessing for all of God’s children.
ALL: As Jesus went to the cross, help us to make the sacrifices necessary so that all may thrive in the beloved
community.
University Church is a Sanctuary, welcoming congregation on the southside of Chicago that practices justice as a pillar of the
Gospel. As co-laborers in the garden of the Beloved Community, we partner with all those working to liberate God’s people.
https://universitychurchchicago.org/
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SEVENTH STATION: MOTHERS GRIEVING
St. Agatha Parish
CALL TO PRAYER: Be the Light
There is always a light when we are ready to see it
There is always a light when we are ready to be it
To see the light, to be the light, to raise our eyes in the dark of night
To climb this hill, together we will be the light
ONE: St. Agatha was a woman who spoke truth to power. In the face of the Roman Empire she resisted. In
the face of torture, she resisted and in the face of almost certain death, she resisted.
ALL: She was a light in the darkness.
ONE: Inspired by our patroness, we are following in her footsteps to be the light, to build a stronger
community. We are not transferring our pain, we are transforming it. Our community is taking
control of our policing to transform intimidation, threats and punishment into restorative justice
which will heal us all.
ALL: Let us be a light in the darkness.
ONE: Presumption of guilt and ‘that they are dangerous’ in communities of color has plagued our nation
for too long. It has led to the United States having the highest incarceration rate in the world. This
must be uprooted. We know that the dismantling and transformation of the policing system and the
economy of mass incarceration is not possible without confronting racism.
ALL: Let us be a light in the darkness.
ONE: We must rethink and boldly address social problems such as mental illness, substance abuse, and the
past and ongoing trauma inflicted on our families and communities. We call for supporting initiatives
to help ex-offenders expunge criminal records. We call on our political leaders to direct the billions
of dollars used for policing and incarceration every year toward real change in the system and
primarily directed toward communities to build positive conflict resolution strategies in our
neighborhoods and schools. We must dismantle the school to prison pipeline.
ALL: Let us be a light in the darkness.
ONE: We must admit this reality: our policing system is broken. We need new solutions that put people
before profit, hope over despair, and encouragement over threats. We can no longer avoid the
policing reality in our country: we must transform it.
ALL: Let us be a light in the darkness.
ONE: Inspired by the example of St. Agatha, we must speak truth to the powers in our world that seek to
silence us. We will no longer be silent on issues that matter to us. We will no longer transfer the
problems of our world to the next generation. It is our time to transform it.
ALL: Let us be a light in the darkness

St. Agatha Catholic Parish is a vibrant
Christian faith community in North
Lawndale rejoicing in the power and praise
and worship of Jesus Christ as our teacher
and guide. https://st-agatha-chicago.org/
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EIGTH STATION: FALLING AGAIN
Chicago Health Equity Coalition
CALL TO PRAYER: Be the Light
There is always a light when we are ready to see it
There is always a light when we are ready to be it
To see the light, to be the light, to raise our eyes in the dark of night
To climb this hill, together we will be the light
ONE: Jesus told this parable: A traveler fell victim to robbers. The traveler was stripped and beaten and
left half-dead. Some religious people passed by, but when they saw the injured person, they passed
on the other side. But a foreigner saw the injured person and was moved by compassion to offer
care and healing. Will we also be a neighbor to those who fall?
ALL: God raises the lowly and lifts up those who fall.
ONE: We cry out on behalf of those who lack access to adequate healthcare. In one of the wealthiest
countries in the world, many of our neighbors are uninsured or have insurance that does not provide
access to primary care, preventive care, and mental health care when they need it. Lack of insurance
can mean delayed diagnosis and treatment. In faith, we say that adequate healthcare is a human right.
ALL: God raises the lowly and lifts up those who fall.
ONE: We cry out on behalf of those who die too soon. The life expectancy on some parts of the southside
can be 16 years shorter than those that live Downtown. This is the legacy of racism and segregation in
Chicago that continues to afflict our city to this day. In faith, we say that we must take action to repair
the healthcare system such that all neighborhoods in our city have equal access to good healthcare.
ALL: God raises the lowly and lifts up those who fall.
ONE: We cry out on behalf of those who suffer from environmental and economic injustices that contribute
to poor health. Especially for children, pollution and poor nutrition can have life-long
consequences. Chronic conditions such as asthma and diabetes make people more vulnerable to
other health crises. In faith, we say that all of our neighbors, young and old, should enjoy a healthy
living environment and access to healthy and nutritious food.
ALL: God raises the lowly and lifts up those who fall.
ONE: We cry out on behalf of healthcare workers and caregivers who work long hours for less than a living
wage, and for those who provide care to others but do not have health insurance for themselves and
their families. We ask a blessing on those who care for and assist us when we are sick, who offer
healing, kindness, and mercy to the most vulnerable among us. In faith, we recognize our sisters and
brothers as the hands and feet of Christ.
ALL: God raises the lowly and lifts up those who fall.
ONE: God, give us a spirit of justice and mercy: to care about our neighbors experiencing sickness and poor
health; to ensure access to health care for our children and our seniors; to challenge the systems that
deprive our neighbors of healthcare; to advocate for equitable access to healthcare as a human right;
to combat racial and economic disparities that lead to poor health; to value the work of all who
provide care and healing.
ALL: AMEN!
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The Chicago Health Equity Coalition is a diverse coalition of community organizations, labor unions, and
churches who joined together in July 2021 to fight the closure of Mercy Hospital, a safety net hospital on
the southside of Chicago. We continue working to protect and support our safety-net hospitals and
ensure equitable access to healthcare in under-served communities. https://healthequitychicago.org/

Dr. Anudeep Dasaraju (in gray), a resident
physician in Mercy Hospital’s emergency room,
speaks out against the hospital’s planned closure
outside the James R. Thompson Center.

- Photo by Maxwell Evans/Block Club Chicago

NINTH STATION: STRIPPED
Community Renewal Society

CALL TO PRAYER: Be the Light
There is always a light when we are ready to see it
There is always a light when we are ready to be it
To see the light, to be the light,
To raise our eyes in the dark of night
To climb this hill, together we will be the light

CRS is a 138-year-old faith-based organization that
works with communities to address issues of racism and
poverty. https://www.communityrenewalsociety.org/

ONE: O Creator today – Good Friday – we reflect on the crucifixion of your Son, Jesus Christ. He was among
the first victims of state-sanctioned police brutality and murder. On his cross, there hung divine
strange fruit. Centuries later, many Black bodies were sacrificed to the sea before ships brought
enslaved survivors to North America. Here they shed blood, sweat, and tears while building the
infrastructure for other people’s American dreams and legacies – before being given their freedom.
Enjoying full emancipation didn’t last long. Captain William Lynch and Jim Crow took over where
slave traders and slave owners left off. A journey from Selma to Barack Obama’s inauguration didn’t
transform the United States into a post-racial nation. On this Good Friday, we’re constantly
processing and witnessing modern state-sanctioned crucifixions of Black bodies. We’re confronting
the dehumanization and demoralization of Black people that contributes to police killing unarmed
Black people and the hopelessness of young Black people, in particular. Lived experience and history
has instilled a belief in some Black people that they’re not worth the investment. Both realities have
led White supremacy’s standard-bearers to crucify us and some of us to crucify ourselves. May God
remind all Black people daily that we are enough and we are worthy of investment. May God
encourage our leaders to invest in the descendants of enslaved people, whose labor created this
nation’s wealth. May God let them see reparations can help soothe – but not heal – current and
generational trauma that lingers. Amen. Peace be with you.
ALL: Give us strength and courage as we climb the hill together, building your future of justice and peace.
ONE: Oh, Heavenly Father, most gracious and loving God, we thank you for what you already have done
for us. We are grateful for you bringing us over troubled waters and midnight sorrows; so please hear
our cries now, do-not turn a deaf ear. Lord, we have had many battles in this fight for reparations,
but we need you now to win this war! Let this be the time now Father that your people suffer no
more, that their work of blood, sweat and tears won’t be in vain. That spirits of stolen children won’t
cry out anymore, mother’s hearts won’t break from the pain of their crying babies as they are
snatched from their bosom, hear us Oh God and let our suffering be no more. Whether it’s the
president, congress, judges or hateful people, change the hearts of whoever You need to Oh Lord and
finally let justice and our Reparations be given. We ask these things in your matchless mighty name,
Oh Lord and In Jesus name we pray, Amen! Hallelujah!
ALL: Give us strength and courage as we climb the hill together, building your future of justice and peace.
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TENTH STATION: EXECUTED
Eco-Justice Collaborative
CALL TO PRAYER: Be the Light
There is always a light when we are ready to see it
There is always a light when we are ready to be it
To see the light, to be the light, to raise our eyes in the dark of night
To climb this hill, together we will be the light
ONE: The execution has begun. The earth cries out in pain, “they know not what they are
doing.” Temperatures rise, droughts pass over the land. Storm events are more frequent. Flooding
increases in intensity. Species, large and small, struggle to adapt. We sense something is wrong, but
lack the will to change.
ALL: Be the Light. The light that awakens humanity.
ONE: We call it warming, change, disruption. In less than four generations, humans have permanently
altered the planet upon which we all depend. Our lack of personal and political will to stop the
destruction means we are carrying out our own execution, and that of other species.
ALL: Be the Light. Our lives depend on it.
ONE: Addiction came easy. From the moment we first opened our eyes we were told this planet’s
resources were ours to use as we wish. With a treasure of fossil fuels and a sense of entitlement, we
conquered the earth with a power our ancestors never imagined. Our execution is underway.
ALL: Be the Light. We must find a new way.
ONE: The pain of a changing climate has not and will not be shared equally or fairly. The impoverished,
people of color, the disabled, the elderly, the very young, women, and others already facing
discrimination will bear the heaviest burden of a changing climate. We watch while millions are
displaced by flood, famine and resource conflicts. Entire species are lost to changing habitats.
ALL: Be the Light. Follow the path of justice.
ONE: We seek salvation in solutions such as natural gas, electric cars, solar panels, and recycling that
promise to keep feeding our addictions. But, technology, a close friend in the past, stands ready to
betray us. It alone will not meet our growing demands, and has consequential life cycle impacts.
ALL: Be the Light. The road is narrowing.
ONE: We must stop this execution! Let us demand an economic system built on conservation, re-use, and
a just distribution of resources. Help us return to an agricultural system that reduces emissions,
rebuilds soils and community, and provides equitable access to land and healthy food. Inspire us to
claim an energy policy that prioritizes a just transition from fossil fuels to renewables. Empower us
to demand that race, gender, and class considerations are at the center of all climate policy, replacing
practices of oppression, discrimination, and climate destruction, with love and opportunity for all.
ALL: Be the Light. We must be agents of change.
ONE: Much damage has been done. We cannot go back. But, we can, if we choose, stop the
execution. May it be so.
ALL: Be the Light. Let us Climb the Hill Together!
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Eco-Justice Collaborative advocates for public policy and
action that bring ecology together with socio-economic justice
as the foundation for the systemic changes required to create
a more sustainable world. https://ecojusticecollaborative.org/

ELEVENTH STATION: RESURRECTION
Good Friday Walk for Justice Planning Team
Written by Amber Naylor and Martha Pierce

CALL TO PRAYER: Be the Light
There is always a light when we are ready to see it
There is always a light when we are ready to be it
To see the light, to be the light, to raise our eyes in the dark of night
To climb this hill, together we will be the light
ONE: Jesus arose from the tomb. There was no light when Jesus arose from the dead. Under the blanket
of night, the world changed forever. The women arrived at the tomb with daybreak. The first glimmer
of light drew them to the place their Beloved was buried. The soft pink rays of a new day revealed to
them an as yet unimaginable world. Love prevailed. With renewed life, they set off to tell the news:
there is still hope, as their Teacher once promised, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill
cannot be hid.”
ALL: May we build such a city to honor that calling.
ONE: With the Light of Hope, we are reminded that the beauty of all Creation is ours to cherish and protect,
honor and love.
ALL: The hill of environmental degradation and selfishness will be made low, and all will be blessed with
abundance and goodness. ABUNDANCE is not a promise we give, it is a promise we live!
ONE: With the Light of Hope, we raise up our fervent prayers for peace, even as we see war and destruction
threatening so many around our world.
ALL: The hill of war and armed conflict will be made low, and all will be blessed with peace and tranquility.
PEACE is not a promise we give, it is a promise we live!
ONE: With the Light of Hope, we celebrate all the courageous workers who have fought for and won better
working conditions and fairer wages.
ALL: The hill of exploitation of workers, including those who provide care to people suffering from the Covid19 pandemic, will be made low, and all workers will be treated with respect and fairness. JUSTICE is not
a promise we give, it is a promise we live!
ONE: With the Light of Hope, we honor our sisters and brothers who risk their lives and freedom to defend
the waters and land that sustain their communities.
ALL: The hill of unjust appropriation of natural resources will be made low, and communities will be free to
live sustainably and well. SOLIDARITY is not a promise we give, it is a promise we live!
ONE: With the Light of Hope, we reach out to comfort those who are forced to leave their homelands and
families to seek safety in a foreign land, and those who miss and mourn for them.
ALL: The hill of xenophobia will be made low, and refugees and immigrants will be welcomed as sisters and
brothers. WELCOME is not a promise we give, it is a promise we live!
ONE: With the light of hope, we see brilliant young people as leaders of creativity and justice, and we equip
them to flourish.
ALL: The hills of racism and ageism will be made low. Cherishing young people isn’t a promise we give, it is
a promise we live.
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ONE: With the light of hope, we see communities responding to their neighbors with compassion and
resources instead of weapons and imprisonment.
ALL: The hill of policing will be made low. Community investment isn’t a promise we give, it is a promise we
live.
ONE: With the light of hope, we see there is an abundance of resources to give health care to all people
and to treat health care workers with dignity.
ALL: The hill of health care injustice will be made low. Health care for all isn’t a promise we give, it is a
promise we live.
ONE: With the light of hope, we see the humanity and beauty of Black lives. we need all to flourish, because
our liberation is bound together
ALL: The hill of white supremacy will be made low. Reparations aren’t a promise we give, they are a promise
we live.
ONE: With the light of hope, we treasure the intimate relationships nature offers and honor the power and
pain in our ecosystem as we hold vigil to its devastation.
ALL: The hill of environmental exploitation will be made low. Creation care isn’t a promise we give, it is a
promise we live.
ONE: In all of our prayers we hear the voices of courageous communities working to bring the light of
transformation to injustice, racism, violence, and destruction. Together we can build a new world of
justice and beauty and hope for all. Today we mark the failure of the power of evil to put an end to
the revolutionary message that love is stronger than hate. We call this day GOOD because we have
seen and lived the truth of that radical love. We see it in each other as we continue to march, speak,
vote, create, sacrifice, and care for one another, even when we are weary and worn. In all these ways
and so many more, we bring Light into our beautiful world.
ALL: AMEN
SENDING SONG: Be the Light
There is always a light when we are ready to see it
There is always a light when we are ready to be it
To see the light, to be the light, to raise our eyes in the dark of night
To climb this hill, together we will be the light
This ends the 2022 Virtual Good Friday Walk for Justice. Go forth and practice resurrection!
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WITH GRATITUDE TO…
YOU: Thanks to all of you for participating in Chicago’s 42nd Annual Good Friday Virtual Walk for
Justice. Check the website walkforjusticechicago.com for details about next year’s Walk!
STATION LEADERS AND READERS: Thanks to the strong, courageous communities and
organizations that created our Station Prayers and all the readers who helped lead them.
Station 1: Kateri Center – Jody Roy
Station 2: Chicago Area Peace Action – David Borris, Geraldine Gorman, Karen Montes
Station 3: Arise Chicago – Rev. C.J. Hawking, Anna Jukabek, Margarita Klein
Station 4: Chicago Religious Leadership Network on Latin America (CRLN) – Kryss Chupp, Dan Dale,
Kathleen Desautels, Jhonathan Gómez, Kayla Jackson, Nancy Jones, Luke Sullivan
Station 5: Wellington United Church of Christ Immigrant Justice Task Force – Rev. Ann-Louise Haak, Chris
Inserra, Rev. Craig Mousin, Joey Sylvester
Station 6: University Church – Michael Byrd (Illinois Youth Center), Rev. Julian DeShazier, Rev. Julie Less,
Elsa Weber, Martha White
Station 7: St. Agatha Parish – Fr. Larry Dowling
Station 8: Chicago Health Equity Coalition – Monique Germain, Christine Pao, Barbara Sutton
Station 9: Community Renewal Society (CRS) – Rev. Jason Carson Wilson, Deborah Kennedy
Station 10: Eco-Justice Collaborative – Lan Richart, Pam Richart
Station 11: Good Friday Walk for Justice Planning Committee – Kryss Chupp, Dan Dale, Kathleen
Desautels, Kayla Jackson, Nancy Jones, Luke Sullivan

SPONSORS: Thanks to the Chicago Religious Leadership Network on Latin America (fiscal sponsor)
and the donors who made this year’s virtual walk possible:
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Community Peacemaker Teams
(formerly Christian Peacemaker Teams)

Kathy Engert

Claudia Lucero
McCormick Theological Seminary
Sr. Rose Mary Meyer

Mary & Bob Naftzger
Newland Smith
Sisters of Charity BVM

PLANNING AND PRODUCTION TEAM: Thanks to the organizers and artists who planned and
produced this year’s virtual walk. Can you help plan next year’s Good Friday Walk for Justice?
Contact anyone from this year’s Planning Committee.
Song Leaders – Kryss Chupp, Chris Inserra, Kia Valdivia-Chupp
MC – Kayla Jackson
Graphic Design, Website Support – Stephy Miehle
Prayer Booklet Layout – Natalia Osias
Video Recording/Editing – Evelyn Andrade
Planning Committee:
Kryss Chupp kryss@cpt.org
Nancy Jones nancyjones193@gmail.com
Dan Dale dandale27@yahoo.com
Claudia Lucero clucero@crln.org
Kathleen Desautels kathleend8@gmail.com
Amber Naylor anaylor@lakestreet.org
Jhonathan Gómez jgomez@crln.org
Martha Pierce pierce@igc.org
Kayla Jackson kaylaj@oldstpats.org
Luke Sullivan luke@arisechicago.org
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ACTIONS AND RESOURCES
Station 3: Burdened – Workers’ Rights – Arise Chicago https://www.arisechicago.org/
Arise Chicago is hosting an interfaith virtual Workers’ Memorial Day Service “Let Their Lives Speak to
Us,” on Tuesday, April 26th, 8:30-9:15am; Register Here: https://forms.gle/Yq6JDkMLAWducmpg6
Station 4: Helped in the Struggle – Latin America Solidarity - CRLN https://crln.org/

The Chicago Religious Leadership Network (CRLN) has worked with other organizations on a workshop
for Ecumenical Advocacy Days called Crisis and Hope: Activists Organizing for Rights in Guatemala and
Honduras for Wednesday, April 27 from 10:00-10:45am CDT. https://crln.org/activists-organizingfor-rights-in-guatemala-and-honduras/

Station 5: Women Weeping – Immigrant Justice – Wellington UCC https://waucc.org/
Lawful Assembly is a periodic podcast that lifts up immigration and refugee issues through the lens of

faith-based activism. It often describes current laws and policies, celebrates faith-based and
community-based activism, and offers practical action components.
blogs.depaul.edu/dmm/tag/lawful-assembly-podcast/

Station 10: Executed – Environmental Action – Eco-Justice Collaborative
https://ecojusticecollaborative.org/

Oppose the construction of CO2 pipelines! Navigator CO2 Ventures and Wolf Carbon Solutions / ADM
are proposing carbon dioxide pipelines that will capture CO2 from ethanol and fertilizer plants. They
will transport at least 27 million tons of CO2 every year to predetermined locations in Christian and
Macon Counties. Or, they could use some of the captured CO2 for enhanced oil recovery,
perpetuating the use of fossil fuels. These proposals are the first of many expected in Illinois,
generated by the mad rush by corporations to profit from federal tax credits and loans in what is
being sold to the public as a climate solution. Learn more!
https://ecojusticecollaborative.org/sign-our-petition-to-oppose-co2-pipelines/

Visit the websites of other Station Presenters for additional resources and actions:
St. Kateri Center www.stkatericenterchicago.org
Chicago Area Peace Action http://www.chipeaceaction.org/
University Church https://universitychurchchicago.org/
St. Agatha Parish https://st-agatha-chicago.org/
Chicago Health Equity Coalition https://healthequitychicago.org/
Community Renewal Society https://www.communityrenewalsociety.org/
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